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DBusesuee m fleurn Are. disease by inoculation may be discovered and per- 
fected. When disease attacks human beings and 
A recent telegram from Cape Town states that the their lives are in danger every argument is in favour 
Secretary of Agriculture had announced in the House of a useful protective inoculation guarded by isolation 
of Assembly “that the shooting of cattle had been | of diseased persons and infected places. But inocu- 
stopped, as it was useless any longer trying to main- | lation for the prevention of spread of plagues amongst 
tain a clean belt of protection between the infected animals must be considered from a different point of 
districts and the Colony.” Upon this a London view. Human life cannot be valued, the lives of 
financial paper comments thus—‘It is the worst | animals can, and the method to be chosen for the 
piece of news Cape Colony has sent for some time. suppression of animal plagues is simply the cheapest 
Sooner or later the dreaded plague will spread | and quickest. The experience of other countries is 
through the Colony and probably wreak havoc to a | at the command of the Cape. No experiments are 
greater extent than it has in the northern territory.” | wante@. No doubts can exist. The only necessity 
This looks as though the warning given by Captain | is the application of what has been proved successful, 
Lugard five years ago was about to be fulfilled to the | The chief difficulty a statesman has to meet is the 
ietter—‘ that the disease would, if not checked at | ignorance or apathy of the owners of stock and some- 
once, spread from the Zambesi to Cape Town.” times the failure of the general public to take a 
Those of us who remember the spread of rinder- | reasonable and generous view of the expense entailed. 
pest in England during the years 1865-66 are able| In days when plague is prevalent the stock-owner 
to appreciate the difficulties of the authorities at the | may be ruined, he must suffer inconvenience and 
Cape, but we are also able to point to the methods some loss. He only recognises this when danger 
then tried for the stay of the infection. We have a/ is imminent, and protests and grumbles when it seems 
vivid recollection of the useless enquiries entrusted | remote although advancing. A liberal payment of 
to medical men, of the worse than useless methods! compensation by the State is the sole method of 
of remedial treatment, and of the misleading advice making wholesale slaughter acceptable to the stock- 
given by all sorts of men. A costly experience con-|owner. Without wholesale well-directed slaughter 
vinced everyone sooner or later that there was only | the disease will kill a hundred-fold more than the 
one way to meet a disease so infectious, so rapid in | regulations, and its advance will only cease for want 
its course, and so terribly fatal. That way was by | of living animals in whom it may develope. The 
the slaughter of all diseased animals and of all | rinderpest is to the Cape Colonists a national affair, - 
cattle which had been in contact with diseased|and no class in the country can afford to remain 
animals. Also by the strictest isolation of infected | inactive. If the Government ceases to shoot, agri- 
places and the absolute prohibition of movement of | culture will be ruined, and half a century will be 
animals, men, forage, etc. from infected places. | required to regain the position it now holds. So far 
‘Twice since those days has cattle plague gained a | as the cause, nature and spread of rinderpest are con- 
footing in England, but the measures found effective | cerned there is nothing for the practical sanitarian to 
in 1865-66 were at once adopted, and on both} learn. Europe has proved to demonstration what 
occasions with marvellous success. Nothing short of|may be successfully done and what cannot. 
these measures has ever stayed rinderpest. Nothing When the plague is suppressed-—then is the time for 
that human ingenuity can suggest, less than the scientific experiment. Meantime the requirements 
measures stated, has ever been successful. A policy | are—a director-general with clinical knowledge, and 
of negligence has but one result—wide-spread misery a small army of trained experts, supported by public 
and ruin, and the escape of a mere fractional per- | opinion and resolute police officers. 
centage of the cattle of the country. The ravages of | 
rinderpest in China, Burma, India and —- are Suey Gasuaren. 
well known. The cost of stamping it out in Kuro- | Seti te aati a, Satan er 
pean countries is a fact known to every student of The RCS, las bit 4 ho have by’ 
animal plagues. In presence of all this available | large majority, declined to give degrees to ladies. 
experience it seems impossible to realise that the | “Apropos of the degree question at Cambridge” says 
Cape Government can have been so ill-advised as to | Truth “the following plan for the settlement of the 
give up their only weapon of defence. That they | question was put forward some five-and-twenty years 
have listened to bad advisers was shown by their em- | ago in The Light Green, a Cambridge periodical of that 
ployment of Prof. Koch. When plague is within your tl on matrimony, will be given the degree of M.A. 
boundaries the time has gone by for scientific investi-| 6. year later, on matriculation, they will proceed to the 
gations as to its nature, the time has come for action. | qegree of M.A.M.A. 
Some day perhaps a useful and safe method of staying! Otherwise, they may be D—D. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 





OccuRRENCE AND TREATMENT OF CARCINOMA IN THE 


Horse. By Prof. Frouner. 

Carcinoma is not often encountered in the horse 
and herbivorous animals. In a year and half Prof. 
Froéhner has had five cases to treat in his surgical 
clinique. The penis and the sheath, the conjunctiva 
and the sole of the foot were the parts affected. 

A 13-year-old Wallachian exhibited an ever grow- 
ing swelling on the penis for about a year. The penis 
hung limply forward out of the sheath, the glans 
penis was as large as one’s two fists and asperous, 
and covered with a discoloured bad smelling secretion. 
The urethral opening could only be found by a probe 
with difficulty. The anterior portion of the sheath 
was thickened, the glands of the groin much enlarged, 
a portion of the swelling cut out and examined 
showed it to be cancerous. The horse was cast, an 
Esmark’s bandage bound round the base of the penis, 
the prepuce behind the sclerosed and swollen portion 
was cut circularly and folded back like a cuff. The 
urethra was cut through and dissected out, round the 
tree cavernous’ portion of the urethra an elastic liga- 
ture was bound, the penis behind the swelling was 
cut through, the dorsal vessels ligatured, the urethra 
then slit and its mucous membrane sutured above 
with the tunica albuginea of the penis and beneath 
with the prepuce, so as to form a large opening. 
Finally, each half of the foreskin at the amputation 
place was sutured perpendicularly from above to 
below. There was no after bleeding. Urination 
was performed without difficulty. 

Four days later the elastic ligature was taken away 
without hemorrhage. In a week the horse was dis- 
charged cured. 

A 9-year-old chestnut mare had had a roughened, 
firmly rooted swelling as large as a walnut on the 
membrana nictitans, which was cut off with the 
scissors. A quick recovery followed the operation. 
This was a carcinoma. 

On the inner sole of the near hind foot of a 13-year- 
old mare there was a cracked and tuberous swelling 
as large as an apple, greyish red and painless, which 
extended on to the border of the frog. Microscopic 
examination here showed the cancerous nature of the 
swelling. This was removed on the 19th of Septem- 
ber together with the neighbouring sole and inner 
border of the frog. The first bandage was kept on 
till September 30th. Recovery took place in three 
weeks. 

A 20-year-old mare had on the inner surface of the 
right thigh an always enlarging swelling. This was 
as large as a hen’s egg, hard, tuberous, and sharply 
defined. Microscopic examination after extirpation 
revealed sarcoma. 

A 15-year-old Wallachian for years had had a 
swelling between the thighs, which at last interfered 
with his movements. The tumour was a foot long, 
seven inches broad, and seven inches thick, very firm 
and partly ulcerous. It extended as far to the left as 


the near inguinal glands, which were swollen as large 





as one’s two fists. Operative treatment was practi- 
cally aforlorn hope. But it was undertaken at the 
request of the owner, the horse dying from hemor- 
rhage, it not being possible to stanch the bleeding 
owing to the plethoric nature of the tumour.— Berliner 
Thierarztliche Wochenschrift. 





Luxation or THE Exsow Jomt.—By DreGoldbeck, 
Ztschr f. Veterinirkd. 


A horse after a leap at a ditch fell on its near side 
so that the head fell in the ditch. After the rider 
had freed himself and the horse got up, he noticed 
that the leg from the shoulder was stretched outwards. 
He took hold of the foot and pulled forwards and in- 
wards, he heard a click and the horse could use the 
leg again. He got on again, the horse went alright 
till he came to go downhill and then went so severely 
lame that it was with trouble that he could be brought 
into the next village. He stood on three legs, the 
near fore leg being bowed. The forearm at the elbow 
joint was easily luxated outwards and went back 
again into the normal position just as easily. A 
fracture was not demonstrable. The internal liga- 
ments of the elbow joint must have been ruptured. 
The animal was placed in slings and the elbow joint 
packed with pieces of ice, and later fomented every 
half hour with Burrow’s solution, plus camphor. 
After eight days the horse began to put weight on the 
leg; after eleven days the slings were taken away 
and massage with camphor liniment began. After 
three weeks the horse was taken into garrison by road, 
and up to the time of writing, 44 weeks after the 
accident, only shows slight lameness on first begin- 
ning to trot.—-Berliner Thierarzt. Woch. 

Trans. by G. Mayatt, M.R.C.V.S. 








VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 





A special meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, Man- 
chester, on Tuesday, May 4th, at 6 p.m. Mr. Geo. Mor- 
gan in the chair. There were present over 20 members 


and visitors. 
DOCKING. 
By Wm. Woops, F.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—The following circular received, I sup- 
pose, by veterinary surgeons generally throughout the 
country, is the only excuse I have for inflicting upon you 
a number of arguments with which you are no doubt 
perfectly familiar. But the issue is of so great import- 
ance, that though I am sorry there should arise any 
necessity for it, yet I do not feel that it requires an 
apology on my part. The circular is as follows :— 

“At the Halifax Borough Police Court on Friday, the 
9th of April, Mr. John Appleyard, M.R.C.V.S., was 
charged at the instance of the Royal Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to animals, with cruelty to a horse, 
the alleged cruelty being docking. The Society was 
represented by Counsel, and had a professor and other 
proféssional witnesses in attendance at the court ready 
to give evidence on behalf of the prosecution. Counsel 
stated to the court that the issue was simple, 2.¢., 10 
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effect, whether or not “docking” was cruelty within the 
meaning of the Act. Mr. Appleyard, having only a few 
days’ notice of the charge preferred against him, was 
quite unable to py his defence. Messrs. Walker 
and Briggs, on behalf of the veterinary profession, hack- 
ney breeders, and dealers generally, took upon them- 
selves to advise him to apply for an adjournment, so 
that the whdle question might be fairly and fully 
placed before the court. An adjournment was granted.” 


|* Now, gentlemen, this is a very serious matter for those 
veterinary surgeons who conscientiously believe docking 
to be a necessary operation, who feel themselves perfectly 
qualified to judge as to whether docking is or is not 
necessary, and who feel that to refuse to dock a horse 
may be the cause of an accident to the owner or driver, 
although generally speaking this last would not occur 
owing to the fact of the operation being so simple in 
character that if a veterinary surgeon refused to dock 
it, someone else, less qualified to do so in the most 
humane manner, would at once take the job in hand. 


Before speaking of the operation itself, I want to draw 
your attention to what has been going on for the last 
few years. First of all, so far as we are concerned, the 
subject was introduced at a National Veterinary Con- 
gress about 12 years ago, and I want to refer especially 
to a speech of Mr. Colam the Secretary to the Society. 
He made two important statements. The first being 
that with respect to the cruelty of docking, he expressed 
no opinion. He was simply guided by those who ad- 
vised him professionally. The second being that veteri- 
nary surgeons seemed to think that with regard to dock- 
ing, they were outside the pale of the law. Well, with 
regard to this second statement, there is no doubt but 
that veterinary surgeons do feel that they are the 
persons who ought to be considered authorities as to 
‘veterinary surgical operations, and they may well feel 
sore at an outside body endeavouring to brand with the 
stigma of cruelty a whole profession which has been 
remarkable for its self-sacrificing generosity in the in- 
terests of the country at large, and which has willingly 
and eagerly assisted in the curtailment of its own in- 
come, in dealing with the contagious diseases of animals. 
I believe they, z¢., the veterinary profession, also 
dispute the opinion that docking is illegal, believing that 
the verdicts the Society has managed to obtain have been 
snatched in a manner not quite agreeing with the 
English idea of fairplay. Let me give you an example. 
Some years ago I happened to be called in consultation 
into the Lake District, and after I had finished my busi- 
ness, as I had an hour or two on my haads, [ strolled 


into the court, where I heard a horse case was going on. | operation we all of us 
‘This is what I found. Two men, apparently anything | 





that consequently no vetermary evidence to the contrary 
can alter the law. I have omitted the verdict in the 
| case just referred to ; it was in these words, given by 
| Mr. Wakefield a north country banker, “ Docking, if 
| properly performed is a necessary operation, and there is 
no evidence that it was improperly performed. The case 
is therefore dismissed. 
| I now return to the first of Mr. Colam’s remarks, viz., 
that with respect to the cruelty of docking he expressed 
| no opinion but was simply guided by those who advised 
/him professionally. Now it is one of my failings to 
analyse a statement of this description, and I say dis- 
tinctly that the meaning of that statement is neither 
more nor less than that the whole profession is to act 
|according to the caprice or fancy mainly of Professor 
| Pritchard or whoever Mr. Colam may select to give him 
| the advice he wants, so I need make no apology if in 
this paper I deal mainly with Professor Pritchard and 
his arguments. Now Mr. Pritchard is a man for whos» 
opinion I may be allowed to say I entertain some respect, 
but it is as well to remember that it has taken him some 
| where | suppose between 40 and 50 years to discover 
that docking is cruel and unnecessary ; because we can 
scarcely suppose that when professor at the Veterinary 
| College he would allow himself to teach his students to 
perform an operation which he felt was both cruel and 
| unnecessary, without making some stronger comments 
than from enquiry | can discover that he did make up to 
| the year 1880. 


| I now come toa very short description of the operation 
itself. Docking consists in the removal by amputation 
/of usually from four to eight inches of the end of a 
_horse’s tail. It is performed, generally speaking, by one 
|of two methods. The hair of that part of the dock it is 
_intended to leave is turned up and tied by means of a 

viece Of string, which also acts as a tourniquet, a ring of 
| hair is removed with the scissors at the seat of operation. 
/and by means of one sharp movement of the knife of the 
| docking machine the desired length is amputated. The 
stump is then either seared by means of a hot iron and 
| perhaps some melted resin or a strong styptic is applied 
to the end of the tail by means of a pledget of tow or 
‘cotton wool, tied and kept in position by the aid of the 
/remaining hair. I am anxious to point out that which 
‘of these two methods is the better has nothing to do 
'with the question at issue, and should be eliminated 
entirely from the discussion. The only question we 
‘have to consider is; is docking a necessary operation 
/or not, what is the best method of performing the opera 
| tion? This I trust is a sufficient description of an 
know all about. 


The next question is: for what purpose is the opera 


but well off, and as I gathered handy men upon a farm | tion performed? The answer is: for the greater safety 
who occasionally turned their hand to horse-breaking, | of the persons using those horses ; and I take my stand 


were summoned for this same offence of docking a horse. 
The Society was prosecuting and this is what I want 


b wy this assertion. that if by docking all the horses 


that England contains, one human life can be saved ; if 


you especially to note—a barrister from London was | jt can be shown that by docking any number of horses 


conducting the case on their behalf. 


This case was the one that opened my eyes to 
Society’s methods. Here were two poor men in a coun 
town against whom the Society were so eager to gain a 
conviction, that a barrister from 300 miles away was 
conducting their case. It followed in my mind that the 
Society’s intention was i : 
with a string of cut and dried convictions in proof 
it was generally accepted that docking was a crue 
unnecessary operation. 


Since then I have been watching and waiting for this | 


some 


docking question to come on in a more prominent form, 
and in Mr. Appleyard’s case I am awaiting with 
curiosity their mode of procedure. Will they fight out 
the question of docking on its merits? or will they simply 
try to show that docking is already by law cruelty, and 





later on to come betore the world | 
that | docked horse ? 


] and | 
'to show where they are wrong, but before I do that I 


| human life is less in jeopardy: that we are not only 
the | justified, but that we are compelled to adopt that pre- 
try | cantion, and 


to recommend its adoption generally. That 
is my proposition. That is the statement upon which | 
either stand or fall. Now then, can it be shown that the 
wobabilities are that there will be less accidents and 
ess liability to accident from a docked than an un- 
The shortest way to deal with this is to 
take the arguments against the operation and endeavour 


wish to take you back again to the Congress of 1884, at 
which I need scarcely say the preponderating, nay over 
whelming, opinion of veterinary surgeons was in Jjustifi- 
cation of the operation. The result of that Congress was 
a circular issued by Mr. Colam to veterinary surgeons 
which I now proceed to read to you :— 
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Royat Society FOR THE PREVENTION OF CRUELTY 
To ANIMALS. 


August 6th, 1884. 


Dock1ne Horsgs’ Tarts. 
Dear Sir, 

On Thursday last, by invitation of the President, I 
attended the British National Congress at Manchester, 
when a discussion took place on the above subject. The 
remarks made, and the opinions expressed, on that 
occasion may be summarised as follows :— 

(1) That the prosecution of a veterinary surgeon for 
docking a horse’s tail is regarded as a matter of 
sincere regret by the profession. 

(2) That though indiscriminate docking by dealers 
and others cannot be justified, instances are brought 
before veterinary surgeons in which it is desirable 
and sometimes necessary to perform such surgical 
operation, and that veterinary surgeons are obviously, 
therefore, the most competent persons to determine 
whether the operation shall be performed or not. 

(3) That the Society ought to be guided on this subject 
by the opinion of the profession. 

Having reported the above, I am directed to comply 
with the recommendation of the Congress by placing 
before you the inclosed questions, and by asking you to 
do us the great favour of answering the same, and 
returning the form, filled up, in the envelope sent here- 
with as early as possible, in order that we may have 
time to consider the subject at the end of the present 
week, after which our long vacation will commence. 
need not add that, personally, I shall esteem it a great 
advantage to have the assistance of your candid opinions 
on these questions. 

The Society has the best reasons for desiring to avoid 
mistakes, while it is bound to do its duty according to 
the best light it can obtain. If docking had been carried 
out with moderation, probably the Society would not 
have been driven into opposition against it, but, as you 
are aware, dealers and blacksmiths have conducted the 
practice so unsparingly that public opinion has been 

rovoked into strong expressions of disapproval, and the 
Society has been compelled to interpose. Indeed, in 
many parts of the country the operation is bing per- 
roel | almost entirely by copers, farriers, gelders, and 
other unskilful persons, whose faults have scandalised 
veterinary surgeons unjustly. The Council of the Society 
cannot but know that these men are often guilty of 
abuses which ought to be attacked (though it may not be 
easy for veterinary surgeons to do this), and_ they desire 
to discriminate between such abuses and legitimate 
operaticns performed by veterinary surgeons in the 
exercise of their profession. And, for this reason, they 
have cordially fallen in with the recommendation of the 
Veterinary Congress by submitting the enclosed ques- 
tions to you, believing that your answer will be dictated 
by considerations of mercy and justice, as well as by a 
sense of responsibility arising out of your high calling.— 
I am, sir, yours faithfully, 

Jno. CoLaM, Secretary. 


Now I ask you to consider this circular carefully, in 
view of what is the action of the Society now. It states 
that the Council of the Society have cordially fallen in 
with the recommendation of the Veterinary Congress. 

Now the main recommendation was “ That the Society 
ought to be guided on this subject by the opinion of the 
profession.” I ask, Have the Council of the Society 
acted up to its word upon this question ? because that is 
the jury to which I wish along with the Society that the 

uestion should be referred. That is the jury to which 

am now referring it, and to the verdict of that jury I 
am willing to bow, and I challenge the Society to take 
the verdict of that jury or else to acknowledge that this 
circular was not an accurate statement. 





I feel certain that the veterinary associations through- 
out the country will give every facility for Prof. Prit- 
chard to explain his views on docking, and all that will 
be necessary afterwards will bea resolution at each Asso- 
ciation that docking is unnecessary and therefore cruel, 
and unless his experience of other Associations differs 
from the Yorkshire, at a meeting of which he read a 

per on this subject, not a single voice will be raised in 

is favour. I will now proceed to give yau Prof. Prit- 
chard’s arguments against docking. 

1. That it caused pain. This he said was denied by 
some veterinary surgeons. 

2. That a horse witha long tail curved artistically 
would not be so likely to get over the réins as a docked 
horse’s tail, because the long tail swayed from side to 
side when used for the purpose of brushing flies from the 
quarter and croup, whereas a short tail stuck straight 
out, like a poker, from the sacrum, and was consequently 
more liable to be flirted over the reins. 

3. That a horse never forgot it if once docked. 

4. That the end of the tail was very much more senti- 
tive after docking than before. 

5. That he had never had a horse get its tail over the 
reins when he was driving, and had never seen it but 
once, and upon that occasion a youth was driving. 

6. That if a person could not drive a horse sufficiently 
well to keep the reins from getting under the tail he ought 
not to drive to all. 

7. That anybody who knew anything about racehorses 
knew perfectly well that a racehorse could not be trained 
if docked, because of the irritability of the animal 
caused by being unable to remove offending bodies from 
the croup, etc. 

8. That the tail greatly assisted in steering dogs, as you 
could see if you would watch a collie and a fox terrier 
rush down a street and then see them turn a corner, 
the collie turning with ease while the terrier would get 
six or eight yards before being able to turn. 

9. That Nature never does anything in vain, and hence 
that if a horse’s tail would have been better short it 
would have been made short, and that if a horse’s tail 
-_ not intended for use it would not have been placed 
there. 

10. That cutting off the hair level with the end of the 
stump would answer every purpose of docking without 
being of pain to the animal. 

11. That by docking you took away from the animal 
Nature’s provision for the removal of offending objects 
from the quarters. 

12. That because of these reasons docking is un- 
necessary and therefore cruel. 

I will now try to place before you the answers to Prof. 
Pritchard’s arguments. First of allas to the pain caused 
by docking. Professor Pritchard is the only one I ever 
heard assert that anyone said that docking was a painless 
operation, but I tell you this, I have pricked with a pin 
many undocked horses’ tails and my experience has been 
that for three or four inches from the end of the dock 
there is remarkably little sensibility. I have pricked 
tails and many times there has not been the slightest 
movement of the animal, nor any desire to remove the 
tail from my hand. I ask you, gentlemen, to try this, 
and | think you will be surprised at the little sensibility 
there is in the tail towards the end, although if you will 
think of it, the fact that one is almost compelled to dock 
a horse with a bruised tail, if the bruise is in any way 
severe, in order to effect a cure, proves that the tail is 
only endued with alow degree of vitality. At the same 
time the statement that docking causes pain will, I think, 
be agreed to nem. con. 

The second argument that a docked tail is more likely 
to get over the reins than an undocked one is more diffi- 
cult to agree with, especially in face of the fact that I 
remember a mare that was docked three times, until she 
had only about six inches left, because she was such a 
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now only going to detain you a few minutes on 
my opinion of the action of the RS.P.C.A. I re- 
member that at the first National Veterinary Congress 
held in London Mr. Colam was highly indignant at 
the suggestion being made that the Society was goveined 
by a lot of sentimental old ladies, but the Society itself 
seems to be endeavouring to prove that it isso. If Mr. 
Colam wants to advertise the Society with the object of 
obtaining subscriptions from a quantity of sentimental 
yersons who know nothing whatever about this particu- 
oe subject, he may be going the right way about it, I do 
not know. But if he really wants to suppress docking, 
let him persuade the Royal Agricultural Bociety that it 
is unnecessary and therefore cruel. Let him endeavour 
to show the judges at horse shows that docking is un- 
necessary, and that will do more in twelve months to 
stop docking than all the prosecutions he has under- 
taken. But Mr. Colam knows perfectly well that it is 
no use trying to persuade horsemen not to have horses 
docked, and if he does not know he ought to know that 
the only way to stop docking is to convert public opinion. 
To prohibit veterinary surgeons from docking horses 
would simply mean to transfer the performance of that 
operation to another class of individuals not so well 
qualified to perform the operation in the most humane 
manner possible. As it is now, not one-half the horses 
one sees docked are done by veterinary surgeons. So 
simple is the operation to perform that grooms, horse- 
breakers, and blacksmiths are the usual operators ; and 
whoever docked one for a dealer, I should like to know? 
Finally, just a word on the financial question. It surely 
cannot be seriously argued that a profession which has 
laboured so hard and so heartily in supporting those 
effective measures which have cleared the country of the 
cattle plague, pleuro-pneumonia, and foot-and-mouth 
disease—with how great detriment to its own financial 
interests, only those veterinary surgeons who flourished 
in the years when these diseases were rampant fully appre- 
ciate, but all of us know the loss to ourselves must be 
very considerable from their extinction; yet I answer 
for it, that not even the poorest of us will have them 
back if any efforts of ours can prevent it—and will a 
es with a history like this support cruelty for the 
ew pounds per annum that it would gain? Gentlemen, 





I will not argue the point ; it is not worthy of argument. 
It must be granted that if veterinary surgeons maintain 
that docking is a necessary operation it is because they | 
honestly and conscientiously believe that it conduces to 
the greater safety of the persons using horses, and if there : 
are a few veterinary surgeons opposed to docking, so 
there are medical men opposed to vaccination. 

I conclude by proposing the following resolution. 
“That in the opinion of this Society the docking of 
horses is a necessary operation.” 

This was seconded by Mr. Hopkin, and carried unani- 
mously. 








WESTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The 14th general annual meeting was held at the New 
London Hotel, Exeter, on April 22nd last, under the pre- 
sidency of Mr. H. P. Chase, of Tiverton. The other 
members present were Messrs. Downes, Barrett, Dun- 
stan, Heath, Collings, Penhale, Elder, Bloye, Golledge, 
Baker, Howard, Place, and Nelder, hon. sec. Visitors : 
Messrs. Collings, Hewlett, Southey, Watkins and Prof. 
Hobday. 

A move was made, as soon as all were assembled, to the 
stable yard, where Professor Hodbay performed the 
ee of median neurectomy on a horse, the subject 
of chronic tendonitis in the off fore leg. The animal was 








cast by means of hobbles on the off side, the top legs 
secured by cross hobbles, and the under leg pulled’ well 
forward by means of a rope round the fetlock. Theseat 
of operation was carefully denuded of hair and rendered 
aseptic, and the skin anesthetised by ethyl chloride 
sprayed on; then a mixture of cocaine and eucaine in 
solution was injected under the skin, and a period of 
three to four minutes allowed to elapse before commen- 
cing the operation, to allow of the necessary stage of 


anesthesia being reached, a small incision waenext made: 


directly over the median nerve as it passes inside the 
elbow, and the nerve itself promptly exposed and a piece 
about 14 inches in length excised, with but the slightest 
appreciable sign of pain at the moment of division of 
the nerve only. At no,other period of the operation did 
the animal evince the slightest sign of pain. No twitch 
was used after casting. The edges of the wound were 
then united by a couple of close silk sutures, and the 
patient allowed to rise. He was immediately walked and 
trotted and went perfectly sound ; before the operation 
he was very lame. 

The meeting was held directly after the operation, the 
president, Mr. H. P. Chase, taking the chair. 

Letters and telegrams of apology for non-attendance 
were read from Messrs. Olver, Ascott, Seldon, W. Penhale, 
and Capt. Killick. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
firmed, and after the presentation of the annual report,. 
which was a very satisfactory one, by the Hon. Sec., the 
election of officers was proceeded with. 

Mr. Wm. PENHALE, of Holsworthy, was proposed by 
Mr. Elder, and seconded by Mr. Downs, as president for 
the ensuing year, and a unanimous vote was passed in 
favour of his election if he would consent to accept the 
post. Mr. Penhale not being present has since been 
communicated with, and has accepted. 

Mr. DunstTAN of St. Mellion, was elected Hon. Sec. on 
the proposal of Mr. Bloye, seconded by Mr. Elder. The 
post of Hon. Treas. to be retained by Mr. Nelder. 

A very hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Nelder for the 
very able and efficient manner in which he had performed 
the duties of sec. during his period of office was proposed 
by Mr. Bloye and seconded by Mr. Penhale, and carried 
unanimously. 

On the motion of Mr. Bloye, seconded by Mr. Elder, it 


_was decided to allow the secretary the help of a short- 


hand writer at future meetings of the Society. 

Mr. W. PENHALE thanked Mr. Chase for the courtesy 
and energy he had displayed during his presidency, and 
proposed that a very hearty vote of thanks be accorded 
to him ; this was seconded by Mr. Bloye and carried 
unanimously 

Mr. Adams of Okehampton, was proposed as a mem- 
ber of the Association by Mr. Dunstan and seconded by 
Mr. Bloye. 

Plymouth was decided on as the next place of meeting. 

Professor Hoppay next read his paper. 


THE CHOICE OF A LOCAL ANASTHETIC FOR 
SURGICAL OPERATIONS. 
By Frep. Hoppay, M.R.C.V.S. 





When honoured by a request from the Secretary of 
your Association for a paper, I sought about some time 
for a subject, and at last fixed upon “The Choice of a 
Local Anesthetic for Surgical Operations ” as a title. 
In addition, by the courtesy of Mr. Chase and Mr. Nel- 
der, I have been able to supplement it by a practical 
demonstration of the effect of two anesthetics on the 
living subject during the performance of the operation 
of median neurectomy which you have just witnessed. 

The subject of local anzesthesia is one which concerns 
every practitioner who operates, and one which covers 
some fresh ground as well as much which has been gone 
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over before. In my paper to-day I propose to include only 
those local anzesthetics which are used for surgical opera- 
tions and not those such as clove oil, iodoform, ete. 
which are used for medicinal purposes. , 

Local anesthetics are made use of for minor operations 
on all our animals, and are well worthy of our notice 
both with the view of alleviating pain and for enabling 
operations to be performed more neatly: still, in all 
cases we must first consider the safety of the patient, 
and, on account of the danger attending the use of some 
of them from systemic absorption, we must be prepared 
to know something about their toxicological actions (if 
any), and the limit of dose to which we can proceed 
with safety. 

I propose to discuss the local anesthetic values of 
cold water, ice, ether spray, ethyl chloride, eucaine, 


cocaine and guiacol ; and to deal only with those points | 


which I think will be of interest to those of us who are 
engaged in every-day clinical work. 

Cold water. With reference to the first four viz., cold 
water, ice, ether, and ethyl-chloride, the degree of anws- 
thesia depends chiefly upon the amount and intensity of 
cold produced. The anesthesia following the applica- 
tion of cold water, even in the coldest weather, is very 
transient ; and it is only in very minor operations that 
we are able to demonstrate its value. 

Ice. If we go a stage further and apply ice the degree 


of anesthesix obtained is of a deeper kind, but still very | 


transient, besides which we have the disadvantage of not 
always being able to obtain it when required. 

Ether, Ethyl-Chloride. In ether and ethyl-chloride we 
have drugs by the aid of which we can artificially freeze 
the parts, and thus deprive them temporarily of sensa- 
tion. They each possess the power of abstracting heat 


from the tissues, and, if the application be prolonged for | 
a sufficient length of time, of freezing them into a solid | 
Of the two I think that the results obtained by | 


mass. 
ethyl-chloride are rather better than those of ether. It 
seems to me to act quicker, and to produce an anes- 
thesia which lasts longer. 

In all cases where any of the above are used it is 
scarcely needful to say that the eff. ct is manifested much 
quicker and better if the hair be previously removed, 
either by scissors or better still by shaving, and the parts 
made as dry as possible. With agents which produce 
freezing, care must always be taken not to maintain the 

arts in this condition for too long a time, or necrosis is 
ikely to follow asa sequel. About 1 or 2 minutes is 
what I have usually allowed, and I have not as yet had 
any bad effect of this kind. They are best suited for 


minor operations of the skin, such as the lancing of | 


abscesses, the removal of superficial or subcutaneous 
tumours, or cysts, or for merely making incisions. 

They are not so suitable for operations involving the 
cutting through of thick muscular tissues, as when frozen 
it is not easy to take up bloodvessels if required, and 
pain returns again as soon as the parts become thawed 
Again, in operating on thick muscular tissues, the warm 
blood which follows a stroke of the knife interferes with 
the freezing action of the anesthetic. 

They have the advantage over other drugs of not 


being in any way absorbed, so as to produce toxic effects, | 


unless inhaled through the respiratory passages, and 
even in that case plenty of warning would be given by 
the patient. Ether is usually applied by the aid of a 
spray apparatus and ethyl-chloride is now convenientl J 
supplied in tubes, the heat of the hand being sufficient 
to cause a fine stream to be directed wherever desired. 
Anesthesia is complete when the parts turn a whitish 
colour, and feel hard to the touch. 
from half a minute toa minute and a half, and lasts for 
about two minutes. In hot weather, on account of the 
more rapid eva 
manifested rather more quickly than in c 
For operations onthe cornea of the eye the 


old weather. 
above are 


t 
| . . . . 
i that by using a mixture of cocaine 
This takes place in | 


not used on account of the amount of irritation they 
produce. P 

Turning from these very superticial anwsthetices, we 
have next to consider two others whose manifest effects 
are certainly much deeper and more prolonged, viz. 
cocaine and eucaine. In using these we have a distinet 
element of danger to contend with, in that they possess 
toxic properties. It is necessary, therefore, that before 
making use of them we shall know to what extent we 
may proceed with safety. Each of them occurs in the 
form of a crystallized powder, whereas ether and ethy] 
chloride are liquids. Cocaine is a vegetable alkaloid 
obtained from the leaves of the coca plant, whilst eucaine, 
which has been recently discovered, isa chemical prepara 
tion pr cg exactly the same formula. The com- 
| pounds which we make nse of are the hydro-chlorate. 

Cocaine hydro-chlorate. It is readily soluble in cold 
water, but decomposes on boiling, and the solutions 
‘generally made use of vary from one to ten per cent. It 
should always be made fresh when required as decom- 
| position takes place, ind even after a few days the solu- 

tion is not to be depended upon. If it is absolutely 
necessary to keep it in solution a small quantity of sali 
cylic acid added to it will help to preserve it for a longer 
time. When in solution it is readily absorbed into the 
| system from subcutaneous, serous or mucous surfaces, 
particularly from the first named. 

It is of especial value for the removal of tumours, or 
for cutting into some tissues. Its effect is manifested 
around the seat of injection for a space of from half an 
inch to an inch and a half. After an injection com 
plete local anzesthesia is produced in from three to five 
minutes and lasts about 20 or 25 minutes. 

Superticially it can be used to deaden pain when 
painted on parts where the skin is thin, such as the under 
surface of the abdomen and thigh of dogs, cats and other 
small animals, but on the thicker parts of skin its ex 
ternal use is not encouraging. On the cornea its effect 
| is splendidly shewn in from one to three minutes. 

Eucaine hydro-chlorate: ts results are somewhat 
similar, although there are some differences which must 
not be overlooked. The chief advantages over cocaine 
claimed for it are :—first that it is cheaper: secondly 
that when in solution it keeps without decomposing : 
| thirdly that the solution can be boiled and thus rendered 
| sterile without altering the anesthetic power of the solu 
‘tion ; and lastly that it is less dangerous to use, the toxic 
dose being larger. At present opinions differ very much 
as to whether its anesthetic properties are as good as 
cocaine, some observers state that it produces a deeper 
and more lasting anesthesia, and others make the 
opposite assertion. ; 

My own observations made upon about 50 cases in 
horses, cattle, dogs and cats, lead me to think that it is 
not so valuable for surgical operations as cocaine In 
veterinary practice, except for anwsthetising the cornea. 
Anvwsthesia is not produced so rapidly, and even although 
in some cases we allowed 5, 10 and even 15 minutes to 
pass before attempting to operate, the results were not in 
any way comparable to those obtained by using cocaine. 
We have had some especially favourable cases for com 
paring the respective values of the twodrugs. Such for 
instance as ‘the application of cocaine to one eye and eu- 
caine to the other at the same time in the same animal ; 
| the removal of multiple tumours from the same part of 
/an animal, using cocaine for one and eucaine for another. 
| We made one discovery which | have not seen men 
ioned in any other accounts of this drug, and that was 
and eucaine together 
in solution we get the better and more rapid anaesthetic 
properties of the cocaine and at the same time a greater 
security from toxic effect ; for as | have already stated 





. . ot is | the toxic » of eucaine is certainly slightly larger than 
. hich takes place, the effect is | the toxic dose of eucain I S$ , 
ration which t I : | that of cocaine. | eonsider this fact of some ln portance, 


as when desirous of prodacing local anwsthesia in a 
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small animal in which there would be danger of giving 


an overdose of cocaine I should certainly advise a solu- 


tion of the mixed drugs. ; 

With regard to the toxicology—-a knowledge of the 
poisonous doses and symptoms produced by each of 
these drugs is of the utmost importance, as ignorance of 
these points may lead both patient and operator into 
serious consequences, particularly as we are not yet ac- 
quainted with a certain antidote. 

With cocaine, in cats and delicate breeds of small dogs, 
ertainly not more than from half to three quarters of a 
grain can be employed subcutaneously with safety. I 
have lately had the mishap to lose one patient, a cat 
weighing 54 lbs., from the subcutaneous use of one grain. 
In the hardier breeds of dogs not more than two grains 
for a dog the size of a fox terrier, or four grains if about 
the size of a retriever or collie. 

In horses and cattle it is not advisable when operating 
to use more than ten to twelve grains. 

In the case of the horse, the largest dose I have seen 
used at one time has been a dram, the result being to 
make the animal very excited and almost frantic for a 
while, the effects gradually passing off. 

The reason why an over medicinal, though not actually 
toxic dose, must be avoided when operating is that one 
of the symptoms produced is that of spasmodic clonic in- 
voluntary muscular twitching, which interferes with the 
progress of any operation requiring delicate manipula- 
tion and dexterity. I have seen as small a dose as ten 
grains produce this in a cab horse when used to aid in 
the performance of plantar neurectomy. 

The symptoms which follow injection of cocaine are : 
In two or three minutes the animal becomes unusually 
quiet, there is a constant licking of the lips and a flow of 
thin watery saliva, which collects at the back of the 
pharynx and around the lips. Hyperesthesia is well 
marked, the ears being moved backwards and forwards at 
sounds. 

Up to this point no alarm need be felt. The next 
Stage is that of uneasiness and violent clonic involuntary 
spasms of all the voluntary muscles of the body, particu- 
larly noticeable in those of the jaws and limbs at fre- 
quent intervals. These interfere with delicate operative 
measures, and are besides, if at all violent, a symptom of 
great danger. The patient should 2t once be released 
from all restraint, put in the fresh air, and antidotal 
measures adopted. ; 

No certain antidote is as yet known, but it is found 
that either inhalations of nitrate of amyl, or subcutane- 
ous injections of morphia, diminish the force and fre- 
quency of the fits. 

With eucaine the danger from poisoning is not quite so 
great, as the amount tolerated is slightly larger than 
that of cocaine. The operator may with safety give 
about one-fourth as much again as in the case of cocaine. 
For example—a cat in which a local anzsthesia was 
attempted by the use of one grain of eucaine, upon two 
separate occasions without any local symptoms, was 
poisoned a few days later through unfortunately using the 
same amount of cocaine. 

The extreme limit of safety in the case of the dog and 
cat is about one-fifth of a grain to each pound of ay 
weight. In the horse there are very few cases whic 
would need more than twenty grains of eucaine, and 
even this amount will produce less twitching and conse- 
quent interference with the operator than would result 
from 10 or 12 grains of cocaine. One dram is the largest 
amount I have given at once, and the symptoms pro- 
duced were not in any way as severe as those produced 
by a similar quantity of cocaine in the same animal. 

The symptoms which follow eucaine do not follow so 
rapidly as with cocaine. There is certainly hyperzsthesia 
and salivation, but not to the same extent, and the 
clonic spasms do not commence at such an early stage, 
nor do they occur at such short intervals. They are, 





however, very violent when they do occur. I think too 
that the animal retains consciousness for a longer period 
before death. 

It will thus be seen that in using solutions of either of 
these drugs the greatest care must be taken for the 
safety of the patient, and in this respect they differ 
very greatly from the ether spray or ethyl-chloride. 

The last drug which I purpose dealing with, known as 
guiacol, is one from the accounts of which I had hoped 
great things, but up to the present I have been some- 
what disappointed. I cannot say that my experience 
has been large, being limited to some 12 cases, but the 
results have been various, and on several occasions I 
have had to fall back upon cocaine. Its anesthetic 
effect was first observed by a French chemist who 
applied it in the form of an ointment to relieve a painful 
burn. Since then it has been used hypodermically by 
several observers for the production of local anesthesia, 
the opinion of some being that it 1s more powerful than 
cocaine and at the same time has the advantage that ten 
times as large a dose can be given without ill effect or 
any unpleasant sequel. It may sometimes cause sudden 
lowering of temperature and collapse. The drug is 
directed to be mixed either with water or olive oil, in 
the proportion of from 1 in 20 to 1 in 10, anesthesia 
being produced in from five to ten minutes. As I said a 
few minutes ago I have only tried it in a dozen cases, 
and the results have been various. In one case of ampu- 
tation of a cat’s injured tail, before operating we allowed 
five minutes after injecting the fluid, and the animal 
evinced no pain. Again for stitching up skin wounds or 
for painting over wounded surfaces the results have been 
good after seven or eight minutes continuous application, 
but for removing tumours and operations of that kind, 
the anzsthesia was not to be compared with that of 
cocaine. I have. however, been able to satisfy myself 
that its toxic property is very much less than that of 
cocaine. 

Before concluding my paper I must refer to the 
original title, viz., “The Choice of a Local Surgical 
Anesthetic” and briefly make the selection. 

So far as my experience goes at present, if I had to 
choose for a trivial operation, such as the opening of an 
abscess, or the removal of a non-ulcerating fibroma, I 
should fix upon ethyl-chloride ; but for an operation in- 
volving deeper structures I should select either a mixture 
of eucaine and cocaine or cocaine alone. There is plenty 
of room in the field of therapeutical research for the dis- 
covery of an ideal local anesthetic, and by an ideal one 
I mean one by whose aid the desired effect can be pro- 
duced fairly rapidly, deeply, and without fear of poison- 
ing the patient or of subsequent necrosis or other damage 
to the parts. 

I trust that you will give me the benefit of your ex- 
periences with any of the drugs I have named, or any 
others which I have omitted, as it is chiefly by the inter- 
change of ideas that we can hope to make progress. 


JISCUSSION. 


Mr. CHASE rose and said we all owed a deep debt of 
gratitude to Professor Hobday for coming here to give 
us such an instructive and painstaking paper ; and invited 
gentlemen to commence the discussion. 

Mr. Buoy said he was somewhat loth to start, but he 
considered that Professor Hobday ought to be congratu- 
lated on the very able manner in which he conducted the 
operation of median neurectomy at the commencement 
of the proceedings. Coming to the question of local 
anesthesia he was most enthusiastic on the use, of 
cocaine, especially for eye cases, and advised caution 
against giving an overdose. : 

Mr. GoLLEDGE expressed his sense of gratitude for the 
very able paper, and could not see that the operation of 
median neurectomy could be permanently successfu 
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in cases of broken-down tendons, but would like to hear 
the opinions of anyone who had experience of it. 

Mr. F. E. Piace added his thanks to the professor. 
The overation in question he had no doubt was useful 
but he had heard that it was practically useless. He 
considered cocaine to be especially dangerous to cats 
even in very small doses. 

Mr. Exper had no fault to find with anything he had 
seen or heard that day, and was gratified to see such a 
successful meeting. He was a thorough believer in the 
use of cocaine, and ethyl-chloride should be used with 
it. He had great pleasure in thanking Professor Hob- 
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endeavours to prove myself worthy of the confidence 
so generously reposed in me.—I remain, dear sir, 
yours very faithfully, 
Joseru H. Carrer. 
Church Street, Burnley, 
June 8th, 1897. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 





~~ for his instructive paper and demonstration. 

he PRESIDENT now said that as time was on the 
wing it was desirable to bring the meeting to a close. | 
It had been really a most instructive lecture, and he con- | 
sidered the effects were most gratifying. 

Prof. Hosppay, replying on his paper, said he was 
much obliged for the kind words “a expressions he had 
just listened to. He had performed the operation of 
median neurectomy on 72 horses, and there had been no 
cases of sloughing of the hoof, and only one softening 
and consequent ‘breakdown of the tendons, and up to 
the present he considered the results had not been bad. 

The meeting now came to a close, and Mr. Chase 
entertained the company to a very enjoyable dinner, 
after which the usual toasts were drunk. 








THANKS TO ELECTORS R.V.C 


Gentlemen, 

To the 486 members of the profession who so 
kindly voted for me at the late election of Council 
I offer my sincere thanks, and considering that my 
candidature was only started at the last moment, [| 
feel justly proud to occupy so high a place amongst | 
so many influential aspirants for the honour, ‘in 
fact only beaten a head in a good field’ which with 
an earlier start would have been a certain success. 

Ireland deserves a larger share than it has had in 
the legislation of our profession, and I hope at some 
other time to again seek your suffrage.—Again 
thanking you, I am, yours faithfully, 

Wm. Patty, F.R.C.V.S., J.P. 

Athgarvan Lodge, 

Curragh, Co. Kildare. 





Dear Sir, 

May I ask you, through the medium of The Kecord, 
to convey my best thanks to the members of the 
profession who were good enongh to give me their | 
support at the recent election for the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.—Yours truly, 

Josuua A. Nunn, 
Vety.-Major, A.V.D. 
Junior United Service Club, 
London, 8.W. 


Dear Sir, 

Kindly permit me through the medium of your 
valuable journal to tender my sincere thanks to those | 
members who so generously recorded their votes 1n 
my favour in the recent election which has resulted 
in such a magnificent majority, and secured me a 
seat upon the Council of the R.C.V.S. It will be 
my pleasure as it will be my duty to use my utmost 





MILKBORNE DISEASE: THE LEGISTATION 
REQUIRED. 


The report just completed in our pages by Mr. Ernest 
Hart on the influence of milk in spreading zymotic dis- 
ease has proved, as might be expected, to have aroused 
great public comment and professional interest, and we 
are receiving from many sources warm recommenda- 
tions that it should be republished in a separate form, 
as was the former report of 1881, which laid the founda- 
tion for much recent legislation for the protection of the 
pubtic in this matter. Although laborious in its nature 
and elaborate in the precautions taken to obtain full and 
exact details of the numerous epidemics, it will be noted 
that the conclusions of the report are in themselves 
sufficiently simple. The report has to do with 95 local 
outbreaks of disease—diphtheria, scarlatina, typhoid 
fever, and allied maladies—an abstract of the reports on 
which accompany it. In 83 instances where the facts 
are recorded, 2,946 cases of disease were caused by speci- 
fically-contaminated milk; whilst in 53 instances where 
deaths are recorded these total to 367, and these data 
are felt to be far below the actual, both as to suffering 
and mortality. The suggestions for further legislation 
and for additional precautions which arise out of it will 
no doubt be submitted at an early date to the notice of 
the Parliamentary Bills Committee. For, in addition to 
the daily growing necessity for urging upon the public 
the undoubted need for the boiling of all milk received 
into houses, and upon all dairy farmers and milksellers 
the need for absolute cleanliness in all dairying and milk- 
distributing matters, there remain not a few important 
considerations which seem te demand the attention— 
indeed, the early attention—of the Legislature. 

With the report on The Influence of Milk in Spreading 
Zymotic Disease before our readers, little more need 
here be done than simply to enumerate the points. 

1. Need for setting up some authority—central or 
county—having in its charge the dairy farms and milk 
shops of the country or county, with adequate power of 
inspection and regulation of all premises on which milk 
is produced, manipulated, or suld 

2. Statutory Inspection by local medical officers of 


| health of all such premises in their districts, with right 


of entry at all reasonable hours and on all (emergent and 
other) occasions, with power of inspection of all cattle, 
apparatus, utensils, ete. 

3. Power to local authority to immediately prohibit 
the sale of milk reported by their medical officer of 
health to be causing, in his opinion, disease in human 
consumers, the dairyman, ete., interested having the 
onus of showing within (say) twenty-four hours valid 
reason why the prohibition should be removed, such 
reason to carry with it reimbursement of the amount 
of loss sustained by the action of the local authority. 

4. Prohibition of milk to be absolute—that is, to 
operate as regards the particular milk service to its 
total prohibition everywhere, for the time being, as food 
for man. 

5. Certain diseases, to be defined, and, if need be, 
added to, of teats and udders of milch cows to be 
scheduled as infectious diseases of cattle for the purpose 
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of securing penalty on all persons selling milk secreted | which I consider amongst the most cruel of instruments. 
by cattle so suffering. (See also 13.) An operator can easily distinguish between struggles 
6. All persons keeping milch cows, or selling milk, to | caused by acute pain and by captivity, besides which 
seek registration under local authority under pain of | neither the ecraseur nor the emasculator are by any 
heavy penalty for neglect of this duty. means so safe to arrest hemorrhage as actual cautery 
a ah sole persons to be under obligation to furnish | when properly applied. This is a point that should not 
the local authority from time to time with complete or | be overlooked, in my judgment it amounts to an art in 
supplementary or amended lists of customers, wholesale | itself, or it would be more practiced in both human and 
and retail, at a specified rate of payment. veterinary surgery, it having been proved™the king of 
8. Local authority to have powers of condemnation of | antiseptics without doubt. — ; og 
improper or polluted water supplies, and defective I always use clamps quite plain and smooth inside 
means of drainage of dairy farms, premises, etc., and | so that the cord left is not injured, being careful not 
to have power of prohibition of sale of milk produce whilst | to divide the testicle too near the clamp, so that there 
conditions dangerous to human consumers of the milk | is sufficient (not too much) to sear, and always sear the 
obtain after notice for their remedy has been issued. whole of the cord left, besides drawing the iron care- 
9. The cubic space per cow to be fixed, a minimum | fully both sides of the cord, applying digestive oils or 
being 800 feet. vintment to the cord meanwhile, which is a_ great 
10. Matters concerning the notification, concealment, | essential, seldom requiring more than one iron and that, 
and nursing of infectious disease on premises connected , not too hot, for each cord. In letting out the testicle, 
with any dairying business, or in the persons of indi- | which I always do with the iron, I always avoid cutting 
viduals exercised in such business, to be stringently dealt | into the testicle which is quite unnecessary and painful, 
with by statute, since experience has demonstrated the in a word go to the parts instead of bringing them to 
danger of unnotitied, concealed, and badly housed | me, being careful with my left hand to keep the clamps 
disease in relation with the productiun and sale of milk. | close down to the scrotum, I fail to see how an animal 
11. The manufacture of ice cream to be placed on a can be so humanely operated on in any other way. 
basis of safety to its consumers, in respect of production, | Torsion, for instance, it would be necessary to place the 
materials, etc., place of manipulation, storage, and sale. | first pair of clamps low down on the cord (hence more 
12. The saiiion imposed to be commensurate with | tensions) before applying the twisting clamps. I = 
the issue at stake. we are too humane here to resort to multing and crush- 
13. No milk to be allowed to be used for the food of | ing methods. 
man coming from a shed in which any cow is housed | The standing operation I have performed and have 
whilst suffering under a scheduled disease (see No. 5), | not lost one case, but am convinced that, taken as a 
even though the milch cow producing the milk be not | whole, it is much more painful than the recumbent 
herself visibly so suffering.—--British Medical Journal. position, besides having to grope in the dark and 
—— — -— = | manipulate a most sensitive part, the animal often 
——— — — ~~ re pain — ee 
on the cord ; besides the cases of schirrous cord that are 
ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. the after consequences. I hope the time is not far dis- 
Extract from London Gazette, dated 5th June, 1897 :—- | tant when the standing operation will become one of the 
Vet.-Capt. E. R. C. Butler, on completion of his term | past, washing of the penis and sheath, as a matter of 
of office at the Army Veterinary School, has been attach- | course, being quite ignored in this mode of operating. 
ed to the 3rd Hussars for duty. | I trust you will pardon me writing such a long letter 
Vet.-Lieut. P. J. Harris arrived at Aldershot 7th inst., | but if I can do anything in the interest of true science 
and is attached to 6th Dragoon Guards for duty. —, ~ —T, pain oe dumb  aaovange 2 
: ’ shall feel tha ave not lived in vain.—Yours faith- 
ARMY VETERINARY ScHooL. ‘fully, ee eee. 
Veterinary-Captain J. A. Meredith, F.R.C.V.S., Army ‘camel 


Veterinary Department, to be assistant professor vice | . " 
Veterinary.-Capt. E. R. C. Butler, F.R.C.V.S, A.V.D.,|g,,  [ROFESSIONAL ADVERTISING. 
I’ enclose cutting from Zhe Hull News. I should 


whose period of service in that appointment has expired, | 
| like you to put this before the profession and tell us 


dated ist June, 1897. 
where advertising is breach of the bye-laws.—Yours 


























| truly, 
CORRESPONDENCE. |  Patrington. JoHN E. MILLER. 
CASTRATION. | NEW .VETERINARY SURGEON FOR HULL. 


SIR, 

As stated in my previous letter I now offer a few re-| We note that Mr. A. Weighton, M.R.C.V.S. E. and L., 
marks upon this subject. It is an undoubted fact that | hascommenced business as a veterinary surgeon in Hull. 
all that is necessary in castration is to destroy the | Mr. Weighton does not come amongst us as an entire 
generative powers ; having done that leave the animal | stranger, and untried. It will be remembered that he 
as nearly intact as possible, and the results will be an | resided here in 1894, when he was considered a very 
animal more masculine and stronger in every way. This | clever and obliging practitioner. He has seen practice 
can be done with less pain during the operation, and | in England, Scotland, and Ireland, and during the past 
less risk in the operation, and after consequences, by | year has acted as principal assistant to Prof. J. B. Gress- 
leaving the epididymis, or globus major, and taking only | well, F.R.C.V.S., of Louth, from whom he comes most 
the minor with the testicle leaving the whole of the | highly recommended. While in Louth, Mr. W. has acted 
cord. I fail to see how this can be done in any other | not only as deputy inspector under the Contagious 
way safely than by the actual cautery. _ Diseases (Animals) Act, but has also delivered a series 

_Admitting the paper read by Captain Nunn to be | of lectures on veterinary science throughout Lincoln- 
highly instructive and interesting, and to merit the best | shire, where his technical knowledge of this subject has 
thanks of the whole profession, I cannot but think | been much appreciated. It may be mentioned here that 
animals are subjected to most unnecessary pain by | Mr. W. has treated with marked success cases belongin 
various methods resorted to, especially the ecraseur,| to the Earl of Yarboro’, Lord Londesborough, Lor 
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Heneage, and many others. Hull isa large and rising 
city, and the neighbourhood well stocked with valuable 
animals, and we have no doubt that with his expenence 
and knowledge of his profession, Mr. W. will soon com- 
mand a large practice. We have great confidence in in- 
troducing Mr. W., and wish him every success in the city 
he has adopted. 













ARTHUR WEIGHTON, M.R.CS.V., E. & L., 
VETERINARY SURGEON. 
(Late Prof. Gresswell’s, Louth), 
13, REGENT TERRACE, ANLABY ROAD, HULL. 













“WOMEN” VETERINARY SURGEONS, ETC. 





Sir, 

Iam glad that “A Fellow from the Country” has 
come down from his abusive pinnacle and condescended 
to argument. 
by quoting correctly from my election address. 

I repeat that ladies (I pro dub them women) are 
unfit to undertake all the duties of a veterinary surgeon, 
but surely this cannot be taken to mean that I advocate 
a different professional training or examination, for I do 
not, but if there is nothing in the Act, Charters, or Bye- 
laws to prevent ladies from entering a Veterinary School 
then I advocate that they should have a “ fair field and 
no favour.” There is nothing to prevent a lady from 
taking all the classes in due course, and undoubtedly 
she could pass all the professional examinations more 
creditably than the majority of students. 

It is not necessary that ladies should undertake all the 
duties of a veterinary surgeon, there are hundreds of 
men at the present day who do not undertake all these 
duties, and pray why compel one sex and not the other? 
There are positions in the profession which ladies would 
fill with great credit, and I believe they would be the 
means of opening up others which cannot be offered to 
the “ Lords of Creation” through petty jealousies that 
exist. 

Iam surprised that “A Fellow from the Country” 
glides over the question of soliciting so very lightly, “two 
blacks do not make a white.” It is no use blaming either 
the client or the public, if the client is not satisfied he 
will soon makea change. If he is constantly button- 
holed by a neighbour V.S., he may or may not change, 
but in any case he certainly puts a lower value on the 
profession, through being solicited by one who ought 
never to have entered it. 
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He might, however, have done me justice | 





men, who can distinguish the mere bookworm from the 


experienced clinician. They are also aware that the 

‘advancement of veterinary science” is accomplished as 
much by the working r= pe ws by his more favored 
confrere who devotes himself entirely to laboratory work 
and indoor study. For this reason the standard of the 
examination Is very properly not raised in a direction 
that would be beyond the reach of the general practi- 
tioner. 

_ Tf your correspondent was engaged dajly in the prac 
tice of his profession, with its cares and anxieties, yes 
and frequently having to attend cases at night, he would 
recognise the value of those hours that must be snatched 
from the routine of professional work, in order to qualify 
himself for the Fellowship degree. Then he would not 
assert that the questions were too simple and the exami- 
nation a ridiculous one. 

If [am wrong in my diagnosis of his case | would sug- 
gest that as he considers the higher degree was obtained 
by a “farce,” he should at once return it to the donors, 
emerge from his shell and declare his name, and thus 
become a benefactor to the profession.— Yours, ete., 

“ CLINICIAN,” 





| 


“THE HALIFAX DOCKING CASE.” 


STR, 

1 hope you will grant me space for a few remarks 
upon the most salient points in the above case, to help 
to enable us to see if there is any justification for the 
operation. First let me congratulate you upon the tem 
perate and more conciliatory tone PR dnentte: by you, in 
your leader of last week. The language bespeaks an 
early conversion, and shows there is some influence at 
work, 

You admit “that docking does cause pain,” and “ that 
pain becomes cruelty when it cannot be justified.” | 
agree with you here. You say “ that the logical position 
seems to be that docking in definite cases is useful and 
necessary, but in the majority of cases it is done merely 
for fashion.” [ do not altogether agree with this logical 
conclusion of yours, at least not with the first part. We 
may, however, at once get rid of the majority of cases 
which is done for fashion’ssake. As you will admit that 
this is no justification, let us deal with the minority, a 
very small one I think. Well, then what does ‘the 
minority consist of, you only mention two classes. Viz: 
“ A horse with a twisted tail,” and one “that gets the 
tail over the reins and splash board.” Even here your 
language is ominous, because you make no assertion, 





I smile at the innocent ignorance on this point by W. 
B. Junr. Ifhe is in professional long robes may he re- 
main in blissful ignorance, but if he has grown into pro- 
fessional manhvod, may he never bemean himself or his 
profession by soliciting.— Yours, 

June 8th, 1897. 













Hy. Kipp. 





aaveuie 
THE FELLOWSHIP EXAMINATION. | 





Sir 
If the statements of your correspondent “F.R.C.V.S.,” 
in this week’s issue of Zhe Record are correct, it behoves 
the Council to thoroughly investigate the standard of 
the above examination. It is far more likely, however, 
that this would-be reformer is a gentleman who has 
more time on his hands for reading than a working 
ractitioner can spare, and, being replete with “ words of 
earned length and thundering sound,” he feels arrogant | 
because the examiners have not afforded him a sufficient 
opportunity for a display of his latent knowledge. Per- | 
haps, in addition to this, the examiners have not placed 
him first on the list of successful candidates : hence he | 
terms the examination a “ farce.” 
Fortunately, the gentlemen who act as exami! 
too well known to the profession as honourable, 
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i them, how would you proceed / 


| a minority of one! 


but merely ask whether they do not justify. In regard 
to the former I think the strongest opponents of docking 
will allow that it is admissible in cases of deformity and 
disease, and these form the exception to the rule. In 
answer to the second | most emphatically say no. Why ? 


| Let me use a homely but forcible illustration. Suppose 


your shoemaker sent you a pair of new shoes, which 
were too short for your feet, and you could not wear 
Would you begin to 
reduce your feet by cutting off your toes, or would you 


‘change the shoes? I assume you would do the latter, 


as being more in accord with your feclings and common- 
Why not give the same consideration to your 
horse which you take to yourself! Is he not entitled to 
be consulted ? Has he no rights! Has he no feelings ? 
Is he not deserving of protection from abuse even to 
How then can a man be justified in 
chopping off any part of his horse to fit him for the 
modern splash board and reins ! If he is put into things 
which do not suit him, you may rest assured it is the 
things and you that are at fault and not the horse. No, 
it must not be forgotten that horses were made before 
these trappings, and they should be made to fit the horse 
ard not wece verse. 


sense. 
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You further say “that a veterinary surgeon should only 

operate when the owner supplies him with a reason why 
he wishes the horse operated upon.” I entirely dissent 
from this finding, as it would reduce a professional man 
to be a mere tool in the hands of his client. In the 
Halifax case the reasons for docking were, by the owner, 
“that it would strengthen the horse’s back,” by the 
operator “that it would improve his appearance.” You 
will readily admit that these are only “ moonshine” and 
not justification. 
. It was never hinted that the animal was to be used 
for harness, and possibly may not be required for that 
purpose, neither was there any mention made of defor- 
mity or disease, and it may be assumed they did not 
exist. Under all the circumstances I submit, therefore, 
that if the same definition of cruelty was applied in this 
case, as was laid down by the late Lord Chief Justice 
and Mr. Justice Hawkins, in the Norfolk dishorning 
case, viz., “the causing of unnecessary pain without a 
corresponding amount of benefit to the animal itself,” 
a conviction would have followed, as no benefit could 
possibly accrue to the animal in this case and conse- 
quently there was no justification. 

It would be too much to expect such a decision from a 
Bench of Magistrates, yet judging from the amount of 
time taken to decide and the readiness to grant a case, 
I think it must have been a very near go. Let us hope 
that when it comes before a higher court that common- 
sense, and a due regard for the rights and feelings of 
animals will prevail.— Yours faithfully, ; 

Jas. P.S. WALKER. 

Oxford, June 7th. 


SI 

Through the medium of your journal we are desirous 
of informing the profession that on Friday, the 4th inst., 
the R.S.P.C.A. applied to the Halifax Magistrates to 
state a case for the opinion of the Divisional Court, and 
that the magistrates acceded to the application. The 
statement of account mentioned in our letter of Satur- 
day last must therefore be postponed for the present.— 


Yours truly, ee 
. M. WALKER. 
A. W. Briaces. 





THE LEGALITY OF THE RECENT ELECTION, 
Sir, 

There is a good deal of doubt as to whether the candi- 
dates declared to be duly elected as Members of the 
Council, on the 2nd instant, are properly and legally 
elected owing to the unfortunate mistake which occurred 
in directing members to vote for eleven instead of eight 
candidates, there being only eight vacancies to fill up. 
There can be no question about it that according to bye- 
law 4, which regulates the matter, any paper containing 
the names, not erased, of more candidates than there are 
vacancies to fill is to be rejected ; these papers are there- 
fore void, and to use them under any consideration would 
be to act illegally and to so act would be to render the 
election nuil and void. If, then, these papers were taken 
into consideration by the scrutineers the members who 
were declared to be elected are not properly and legally 
so, and therefore have no power to sit and vote as mem- 
bers of Council, and any resolution they may pass would 
not be binding upon the members of the profession. 

There is another side of the question, members who 
acted upon the instructions received to vote for eleven 
candidates, forfeited by so doing, through no fault of 
their own, the right to have their votes recorded at the 
election, and this is manifestly most unfair to them, 
and ought not to be tolerated for a moment. 

The Council must be quite aware of its awkward posi- | 
tion, having amongst it a number of gentlemen, the 





legality of whose election is open to grave question. 

herefore, under these circumstances the President 
should declare the late election void and order a fresh 
one. This I am sure would give satisfaction all round, 
and especially to those recently elected gentlemen, on 
being re-elected. In fact, as a candidate at the last 
election, I have asked, through my solicitor, that this 
may be done.—I am, sir, faithfully yours, 

Epwara, SEWELL. 


- CAPPED ELBOWS AND HORSE SHOES. 
lr, 

In a late discussion on capped elbow at one of the 
veterinary societies, reported in your columns, there ap- 
peared to be a good deal of difference of opinion whether 
or not shoes caused such serous cysts. Leaving out the 
question of direct injury, such as a blow from a polo 
stick or hammer, I think some light might be thrown 
on this point if some of your readers who have had ex- 
perience among unshod horses, would very kindly favour 
us with information as to the frequency or absence of 
capped elbow among barefoot animals. My personal 
experience, which I give for what it is worth, is that un- 
shod horses never get capped elbow, except from a blow. 
Supposing for argument sake that the shoe is the cause 
of injury, we must, I venture to submit, conclude that 
the irritation is inflicted when the horse assumes (as 
horses sometimes will do) the sternal position in de- 
cubitus.—Your obedient servant, 

M. H. Hayes. 


RELIANCE TOOTH RASP, 


(ARNOLD’s PATENT). 
Sir, 

With reference to a notice on the above, which ap- 
peared in your issue of the 22nd ult., you say “ Hitherto 
rasps with moveable plates have been made with screws 
either fitting into the plate or pressing on it, and as 
these plates are necessarily hard they are continually 
breaking.” 

Now with regard to the statement contained in the 
first part of the paragraph, I desire to point out that I 
exhibited at the ackibon Meeting of the N.V.M.A. 
held in July, 1895, two kinds of rasp holders, fitted with 
my patent duplex reversible plates, which were not se- 
cured by screws either “going through or pressing 
on them,” and that these rasps were on sale some 
time before they were exhibited at the meeting. 
Both of these holders were of American origin, im- 
— by me by the addition of a three-quarter 

ead security screw used to lock the shank at the junc- 
tion, and so prevent the rasp turning round in the mouth 
when side pressure is put on. One holder consisted of a 
strong oblong framecut through cross-wise at the shoulder, 
which causes it to slightly spring open, and by means of 
a screw through the cross-cut, the two sides of the frame 
are compressed and the plate is securely held. The other 
holder, exhibited at the same meeting, is illustrated by 
the woodcut sent herewith and explains itself. 
Now, as to the “plates which are secured by screws 
continually breaking,” as the inventor and patentee of 
the patent Duplex plates, I may perhaps be allowed to 
state that from a very large number sent out, with the ex- 
ception of one which had a flaw running from the screw- 
hole outwards, I hav> never seen or heard of a fractured 
plate.—Yours very faithfully, 
C. H. Huss. 
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